	Risk Assessment Form

Company

Fair Play

Act

The Last Resort

Date

15/02/09

1. Assessing the hazards.
Beach Huts and Market stall

There are 4 wooden beach huts and 1 Market style stall. Possible risks connected to these structures are:-

a) The structures are wood and metal, free standing and at risk from strong winds, audience tampering and fire.
b) There are curtains hanging from either side of the beach hut doors. These could blow out onto people.
c) Attached to each hut is a 4m high flag pole supporting 1m square flags. The flag poles will also support bunting.  These poles and or the bunting could fall down and hit and / or entangle people.
d) The market stall will also support a large inflatable sunset scene from its roof. This is 1.75m x 2.5m and would be a risk if it became loose or caught in a strong wind.

e) There will be objects outside the huts like small tables and chairs, speakers on stands and an easel. People could fall over these or knock them over especially if the area becomes crowded.

f) The tattoo and piercing parlour contains a large block of wood with nails hammered into it along with a hammer and a portable electric screwdriver (without power). There is also fake blood in pools.

Other Equipment

a) Electricity is used to power:

i) a sound system and speakers

ii) a smoke machine which gets hot

iii) a kettle which will contain boiling water

iv) a small table lamp which will get hot

b) cables will need to be run to the huts and could be a tripping hazard.

c) There is a risk of creating pedestrian congestion by putting ‘The Last Resort’ and all its equipment into a busy public space. This could block pedestrian traffic trying to pass through, enter or leave the area especially if there is an exceptionally large volume of people including prams and other baggage.

d) There are shows which people stop and watch for 30 minutes and various exhibits which people may gather around and watch for some time. This could block narrow pathways.

e) There is a freestanding picture of two people painted onto a piece of wooden ply board 1.82m x 1.21m. The head areas of the people in the picture are cut out so that audience members can poke their heads through from the back to appear in the portraits on the front. The picture must be stable enough to resist wind pressure and allow the public to engage with it without knocking it over. The cut holes must also be absolutely smooth and well protected from splinters.
f) There is a small sand pit. This will contain toys and some seaside props like buckets and spades. None of these objects must be harmful to children or infants. 

g) Some deck chairs may be placed around the area for people to sit and relax on. They should not be a tripping or blocking hazard.

.



	

	2.  Who might be harmed?

	Anyone in the area could be at risk from all of the aforementioned hazards Some sub-groups however would be particularly at risk from certain areas. These are noted below

Beach Huts and Market stall

e)    Teenagers and children would be especially at risk here as they are likely to be running or excited and therefore less aware of their environment.

f)     Small children may try and wander into the hut

Other Equipment

a) Children in particular must be watched for as they may wander into the huts and be unaware of dangerous objects and potential dangers.

d/ e)       Elderly, disabled or injured people and small children would be      particularly at risk in cases of congestion or blocking of pathways

3. Is the risk adequately controlled?

Beach Huts and Market Stall
a) The beach huts are built onto heavy wooden pallets providing them with a very sturdy base. It would take an exceptionally strong wind to move them in any way. Likewise it would be very difficult for any group of people to tip one over or shift it. In terms of fire the huts are painted and varnished making them much more difficult to ignite. Electrical equipment inside or near them is pat tested and checked regularly on-site by Andy Kenny or Jamie Waite. The curtains would be the most likely focus of sabotage and they are flam-barred to protect them from ignition.

b) The curtains are clipped together when closed to prevent them blowing our, or tied back when open

c) The flag poles are carbon fibre and so bend with the wind and are securely fastened to the beach huts. The height of them prevents any danger of a flag touching the audience or vice-versa. Likewise the bunting is fixed securely to the poles nad will be of a height un-reachable by the public.

d) The inflatable is cable tied to the beach hut. In the case of exceptionally strong winds it would be de-flated

e) When crowds start to build up all such equipment will be pulled into the near vicinity of the relevant performer. Chairs will be kept under tables or closely adjoined, the easel,  speaker stands and any such hazards will be moved close to  there nearest hut and out of any public passageway.

f) The tattoo parlour is  taped off from the public and access is clearly not allowed. In the case of small children who may escape their parents notice, all the potential hazards are on top of a work-mate, out of their reach and also cable tied down so that they cannot be removed. The fake blood is water based and can be washed off with water.

g) We must make sure that the deck chairs are placed in suitable, out of the way places where people will not need to navigate around them.



	3 (continued)

Other Equipment

a) All electrical equipment is pat tested and kept away from the public.

I. the sound system is behind the market stall which is not public access and behind cupboard doors.

II. The smoke machine is only used during the show. It is warmed up behind the market stall where there is no public access and during the show is in a performers hand or backstage

III. The kettle is boiled inside the Clairevoyants hut. This is not public access. However to prevent the hazard of children wandering in unnoticed it is on top of a shelf unit out of reach and the cable runs down the back of that unit so that it cannot be pulled on.

IV. The lamp is on the same unit as above with the same restricted access to cabling.

b) Safe power supply, including cabling is the responsibility of the event organiser. Fair Play sound cables and any other cables will be taped down or otherwise covered.

c) When placing all the structures on site Fair Play will ensure that there are plenty of visible entrance and exit points. Plenty of space will be left between the huts and other structures so that in the event of any overcrowding or congestion the public can easily get out. Also the middle of the area will be left without any structures of any kind to allow easy and safe flow.

d) Fair Play will ensure that any activity designed to build a large number of spectators will be placed in a suitable location that does not block any through routes or pathways around our site or that of the main event.



	e)    The poke-your- head- through picture is built onto a wooden frame which is weighted at the bottom by water weights.  Only an exceptionally strong wind would cause this a problem and likewise there are no problems with the public leaning against it. The holes have been sanded to smooth and then the edges sealed to prevent rough edges and splinter problems.

f)    The sand pit will only contain objects suitable for young children

g)   Deck chairs will be placed in area which are neither through routes, passageways or potential exits.

  

	4. What further action is necessary to control the risk? 
Five performers are involved with the show. During the 5 hours it runs if a hut is unmanned it is closed down. Curtains are drawn and secured and a notice placed on the door.

The performers are encouraged to constantly check with each other for any problems encountered and these are then discussed and fed back into the risk assessment for following days or shows.

For really busy events a member of the event staff is encouraged to be around to help the smooth running and to highlight any potential problems.

At night and post or pre show, ‘The Last Resort’ must be securely fenced off from the public and guarded by security staff.



	

	


